
August 2021
Dear Students,

How are you doing?  I hope that you had a fabulous summer!  It is hard to believe that it is already 
August, and I bet that you are starting to think about school.  I have been busy preparing for your 
return, and I cannot wait to see you!  

This year, the teachers and I have been thinking of ways to continue learning together as a whole-
school community.  Every year, we have a  school-wide thematic unit where we have a chance to read 
the same book or research the same topic.  Your teachers work in teams to try to connect the theme to  
subjects that you focus on in class like writing, SEL character traits, and even in social studies or 
science class.

The annual thematic unit for the 2021-2022 school year will be Henry Huggins by Beverly Cleary! 
This was the first novel that Beverly Cleary ever wrote.  I really think you will enjoy it!  I ordered copies 
of that book and another one in the series for all of the teachers, so they will read both books to you 
during the year.  Although the author, Mrs. Cleary, is no longer with us, her books will still entertain 
children for generations to come!  I certainly read her books when I was little!  Here are some things 
you will learn along the way when we do an author study and read the novels:

1.     What year did Beverly Cleary write  Henry Huggins?
1950

2.     What did Henry Huggins name his dog?
Ribsy

3.     Why did Henry pick that name for the dog?
The dog was skinny and his ribs were showing when Henry found him.

4.     What are the names of the two famous characters who will make an appearance in the
novel, Henry Huggins? [Hint:  They are sisters, and later, they were featured in their 
own books and even a Hollywood movie!]
Ramona and Beezus

Well, I am certainly looking forward to a year of learning, adventure, and fun with you!  Enjoy the 
remaining days of summer and I will see you soon!

In the meantime, be good, keep reading, and remember to help out around the house!

Love,
Dr. DeRosa


